Public notice of an application to amend the National Water Conservation (Rakaia) Order 1988

(NZ Herald 15102011)
I am sure we have all been watching out for action being taken by Dame Margaret Blazey and her team in Canterbury. They have been very quiet. It comes as little surprise, given the talk about her ability to try to alter WCO’s that the notice above appeared in today’s Public Notices’ in the NZH.

The link to the Notice is www.ecan.govt.nz/rakia-wco
We would like to think that sacrosanct but it would be foolish to accept that and do nothing. There is considerable commercial and government pressure on ‘seeing the economy assisted further by increased agricultural production’ and I am sure most of us would accept that objective – but what price does the country pay physically in the long term?  What is sustainable land use – and what of course is sustainable WATER management. (In the same paper is an article on China’s $800 billion plan to sort out water problems and Australia’s problems show almost daily.) Water is our greatest national asset – and renewable.
As mentioned in an earlier note at a meeting recently both David Carter and Damien O’Conner went to some lengths to highlight water priorities.

What is ‘fair and reasonable’ in the long term here? Water storage has been on the agenda for some time – in many parts of the country and there is considerable agreement in treating it like other seasonal management tools like hay and silage. However with hay and silage there are little downstream problems with harvesting (as long as the weather is right!) however with the taking of water for storage there is.  I well remember being taken on a tour of Canterbury with David O’Neill some years ago where we visited an area zoned for storage and one of the lessons learned was that no-one wants water at peak flows because of sedimentation on dam floors. Water will be taken at lower flows and it concerns me somewhat when I read statements like (second para) “The abstraction or diversion of any stored water from the Rakaia River or any canal system would not be subject to the minimum flow and water sharing requirements set out in Clause 7 of the Order”.
May I suggest Jim that we put a team together to investigate the matter and put in a submission by due date 21st November 2011

I am heading for the Tongariro (not because of this!) and will keep in touch.

Thanks for your time
Ian Rodger
Fisherman

